
Delhi HC Ruling: PhD Theses 
and RTI
Delhi High Court's decision mandates PhD thesis disclosure under RTI. It 
balances transparency with intellectual property rights. The ruling 
reinforces open discourse and responsible research.

https://righttoinformation.wiki



Background of the Case

Rajeev Kumar v. Central 
Information Commission 
(2024)

The case was filed in 2024.

Jamia Millia Islamia University

The university initially denied access to 
a PhD thesis.

Section 8(1)(d) of RTI Act

Cited as reason for denial.



Key Issues Addressed

1 Transparency vs. IP
Balancing transparency with 
intellectual property 
protection.

2 Public Interest
Access to publicly-funded 
research.

3 Confidentiality
Limitations of blanket confidentiality claims are explored.



Court's Reasoning

PhD theses are part of 
society's knowledge 
commons.

A dual test for 
exemption under 
Section 8(1)(d) of RTI 
Act.

Burden of proof is on 
institution to justify 
non-disclosure.



Implications for Academic 
Freedom

1
Open Discourse
Strengthening open discourse in academia.

2
Peer Review
Promoting scrutiny and peer review of research.

3
Responsible Funds
Encouraging responsible use of public funds.



Impact on Research Ecosystem

1Innovation
Fostering innovation through knowledge sharing.

2 Reduce Duplication
Reducing duplication of research efforts.

3Collaboration
Enhancing interdisciplinary collaboration.



Challenges and Considerations

1

2

3

IP Rights
Protecting legitimate intellectual 

property rights.

Balancing Interests
Balancing researcher interests with 
public access.

Disclosure Policies
Implementing effective disclosure 
policies.



Conclusion: A Step Towards 
Open Science

Advancing Knowledge
Affirming the core purpose of 
research: advancing 
knowledge.

Transparency
Establishing precedent for 
transparency in academic 
institutions.

Openness
Encouraging a culture of openness in Indian academia.


